
 

 

Thank  you  so  much for funding this endeavor.  Because of you, and  the help of the Master Gardeners, our clients are learning 
valuable skills that they will take with them for the rest of their lives. Thanks for making it all possible. 
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 e d u c a t e   •   e m p o w e r   •   e m p l o y  

The Garden Project is a Great Success! 

Connection 

 

“Thank you to Xcel Energy and  The United Way!”                
Because of you, we are enjoying a wonderful garden again this 
year!  New areas have been  developed for an even   greater 
variety of vegetables! 
 

We have been blessed to have The Winona Master Gardeners 
teach us all about raised bed gardening and how to prepare  
tasty dishes  from the vegetables that are harvested.  It is so 
fulfilling to watch our clients grow in knowledge of planting 
and harvesting a garden. They  are taking home skills they will 
use for a lifetime.   
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Left to right:  Joan Moor, Cindy Welke-Master Gardener,     
Gail Opatz-Master Gardener, Sue Ann Mullen-Master Gardener,  
Brenda Mueller (seated), and Danna Frasch. 



 

 

The 17th Annual Golf Tournament was held on July 28th at The Bridges Golf Course. It was a  great day and we had 28 
teams this year!  It was a wonderful afternoon of golf, food, and fun!  Most importantly, nearly $42,000 was raised to 
support Winona ORC’s mission of providing vocational and employment opportunities for people with disabilities! 

Special thanks to our Matching Sponsors  Bob Kierlin & Mary Burrichter, and Michael & Joette Gostomski, as well as 
our Major Sponsors The Slaggie Family Foundation,  MBM Logistics, Peerless Chain, Winona National Bank and 
Fastenal. 
Thank you to all of our sponsors and volunteers who show their support year after year.  We couldn’t do what we do 
without you!  
 

Photos by Helen Nordby 

For more pictures, visit our website at: www.winonaorc.org 

Thank you everyone!  We had a GREAT time! 

Winona ORC’s 17th Annual Golf Tournament 
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Bob Kierlin & Mary Burrichter  
Michael & Joette Gostomski 

Thank you to our Matching Sponsors! 

Make the Difference and Platinum Sponsors 

Be The Change Sponsors 

Cathay American J.R. Watkins Libera Knapp Law Office 

Charter Steel Knitcraft / St. Croix Sugar Loaf Senior Living 

Faithful Engineering Bob & Deb Leaf TCH Metals & Machinery Co. 
 John & Cindy Leaf  

   Diamond Sponsors 

G Baer Transport Harrington Hoists NUCOR STEEL-NEBRASKA 

Behrens McDonalds of Winona PlastiComp, Inc. 
Bloedows Merchants Bank Reinarts Stained Glass 

Bob Brink, Inc. Miller Ingenuity RiverStar 
CH Robinson Miller Scrap Iron & Metal Teakworks4U 

Great Northern  WSU Athletics & Advancement 
   

 Champion the Cause 

North Risk Partners C.O.Brown Division  Auto-Owners Insurance 

          Gold Sponsors 
 

Expeditors Krueger Steel & Wire Qingdao Qinde Rigging 

Hawkins Ash, CPAs The Master Package Corp. Shandong Industrial 
HBC Midtown Foods Weichers Family 

KITO Corp. OZ Lifting Products Winona Heating & Ventilating 

 RTP Co.  



 

 

Milton is also an advocate for 
SAM.  He was awarded Self      
Advocate of the Year for this 
state wide organization in 2010. 
He continues to participate 
through this organization in 
different capacities. 
 

When he is not working he is 
spending time with family, 
friends, and participating in     
activities through Home and    
Community Options. 
 

Milton has words of wisdom for anyone that he 
meets: “ You have to at least try something or you 
will never know.” 

Thank you Milton, for 40 Years of  Employment at 
Winona ORC!  We are so lucky to have you!  You 
bring a smile  to our face and love to our hearts. 

The Winona Noon Lions held their annual       
summer picnic  on Tuesday, July 12th, at the    
Lions Pavilion  for the clients of Winona ORC and 
Winona DAC. Every year our workers look         
forward to this event and it is very much           
appreciated. This year more than 150 people 
were served a picnic lunch of sloppy joes, beans, 
coleslaw, fresh fruit, potato chips, and an ice 
cream bar for dessert.    

         “Thank You for the wonderful lunch!” 

The Lions Motto is “We serve”.  With over 
1,300,000 members in more than 200 countries, 
the Lions are the largest service club in the world. 
Those interested in learning more about the 
Winona Noon Lions may check out their website 

Employee Superstar! 
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Milton started working at Winona ORC on                     
April 30, 1975.  With an  employee number of 6, you 
know that he’s worked for us for a very long time!  
Throughout this time he has been a  superstar in   
various jobs such as a gardening attendant, clerical 
duties at Fastenal, dishwashing at Chartwells, laun-
dry, and  various other jobs.  

Lions  Annual Picnic 

 

Thank you Milton for     
continually being upbeat 
and happy. You are such a 
genuinely kind, wonderful 
person and someone we all 
love to be around.  

Milton Topness                
is a Superstar!  

Thank You Winona Noon Lions for your continued support 
of Winona ORC!  We appreciated you and the wonderful 
service you do for us and for our community. 



 

 

Position Filled, Positions Open! 

For many years Winona ORC has participated in Winona Volunteer Services “Home  
Delivered Meals” program, delivering meals to those who are homebound.  Every 
Friday, Winona ORC staff pick up and deliver meals to people in the Winona area. 
Delivering these meals allows Winona ORC to give back to the community that gives to 
us. Delivering meals also provides a check in and socialization to the home bound.  
Besides delivering meals, we deliver a friendly face and service to the community.   

 

 

DELIVERED BY STAFF AT WORC 

HOME DELIVERED MEALS 

Once again, our workers  in our shredding department have found a large sum of 
cash!  Customers can’t say enough about how happy they are when money is 
found and returned.  We are grateful  to have such a wonderful group of 
employees who are just as excited when they find money as they are when they 
return it! 

FOUND IN  ITEMS TO BE SHREDDED 

RESCUED MONEY  

Ami Sholes has accepted the position of  Employment 
Specialist, working with people to find and secure   
employment outside of Winona ORC.   She has worked 
for WORC since 2014, first joining our team as a     
community job coach and later as a DT&H Job Coach 
working side by side with our  clients in our laundry 
and shredding departments.  Congratulations Ami! 

Do you like to help others succeed? 

Are you looking for a meaningful job? 

Then look no further! 
We have the right fit for you! 

 

Join Winona ORC’s team as a Job Coach!  Full time or Part 
time positions are available. This position provides job 
training for people with disabilities in the community and 
at our main location.  This position requires the ability to 
work independently and in a team environment.  You 
must be able to work a flexible schedule, possess a valid 
driver’s license, and have a reliable vehicle. Pre-

employment background and drug testing is conducted.  
Benefits are available. 



 

 

The following people have made donations to our “Building Opportunity Fund” 

          and to our “Bus Fund” from May through July 2016. 

Jerry & Pat Papenfuss Family The Beatrice Petz Family Barbara Dufresne 

Gene & Deb Pelowski Helen Kowalski Larry & Judy Herdina 

Stan Ferguson Trucking Nancy English Betsy Sawyer 

Lynn & David Theurer Ron Wenzel Ellen Zempel 
Ellsworth Simon Chris Antoff Harvest House 

Fawcett-Junker Funeral Home Phil Anderson Marie Kovecsi 

Thank you! 

Join us for the 4th Annual  
Starlight Stroll Run/Walk/Roll  

5k and 1 Mile Event  
Friday, November 4, 2016 

5:45 p.m.                
For more information visit our website at:  
http://www.winonaorc.org/starlightstroll 
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Thank you! 

Upcoming Events 



 

 

And don’t forget our container service!   
Secure and timely destruction of confidential documents is 

important in today’s business world.  
As easy as 1,2,3 . .  

1. Select your lockable container(s). 

2. Fill with your documents - no need to remove staples or 

paper clips. 

3. We will take care of the rest. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our service is a convenient, economical and  secure solution for 

your document destruction needs. We also offer a one time 

purge service.  

Contact us today at 507-452-1855 

 

 

Winona Shredding Service 

 

Winona ORC 

Board of Directors 

Steve Volkman, President 
Trane 

Bob Peterson, Vice President 
Aerojet 

Chad Anderson, Treasurer 
Merchants Bank 

Maggie Modjeski, Secretary 

Sugar Loaf Senior Living 

Voting Members 

Jim Johnson 

SE Technical College (Retired) 

Marie Kovecsi 
County Commissioner 

Deb McClellan 

Live Well Winona 

John Milek 

Fastenal 
Ann Nelson 

Peerless Chain 

Kevin O’Reilly 

Peerless Chain 

Bill Reinarts 

Reinarts Stained Glass 

Matt Semling 

Watkins, Inc. 
Ellen Smith 

Winona National Bank 

Advisors 

Ron Wenzel 
Community Advisor 

Blaine Krogh 

Hawkins Ash, CPA (Retired) 

Senior Management Staff 
Heidi S. Smith - Executive Director 

Michael Bellesbach - Director of Finance 

Linda Digby - Director of Human Resources 

Randy Gotz - Director of Community Operations 

Todd Olson - Director of Laundry Operations 

Leslie Swartling - Director of Client Services 

Lorin Thilmany - Director of Center Based Operations 
If you know someone who would enjoy a copy of the Winona ORC Connection, 
please contact Helen Nordby at hnordby@winonaorc.org 

Small - Holds 15 pounds Large - Holds 35 pounds 

$10  (includes shredding) $15 (includes shredding) 

For an additional $10, call us and                                                               

we will pick-up the full bag of shredding.        

Make sure to order a replacement bag and we can bring it with us! 

Winona Shredding Service is pleased to offer  a 

new option for your business or personal use.  

Seal N’ Shred  is a great alternative for low    

volume or overflow business needs. Easy and 

economical.  

 Purchase a sealable shredding bag 

 Fill the bag with your documents, seal shut 

 Drop off at Winona ORC for shredding 

 Simple and cost effective 

 Two convenient sizes 
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Grants from United Way  & Xcel Energy 

Employee Superstar 

2016 Golf Tournament 
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Our Mission:  

It is our mission to provide community based employment, vocational training and comprehensive job related skills and 
services to people with special needs. We will design programs to work harmoniously with other community resources to 

maximize opportunities to our clients and our community.  
 

We envision a world where all people are uplifted by working. Through pride, dignity, continuous learning and respect for all, 
we build a healthier community. 

Winona,  Minnesota 

Winonaorc Industries 


