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Miracles Happen 
 Traumatic Brain Injury (also known as TBI) is defined by the Mayo 

Clinic as a “brain dysfunction caused by an outside force, usually a violent 
blow to the head.”  Earlier this year, one of our clients, Roger, experienced a 
TBI.  He ended up having two or three seizures and hemorrhaging on the 

brain.  Doctors had to remove part of his skull just to help with the pressure.  

Roger’s skull is forever changed and his road to recovery is not completely 
over.  Roger, however, is a miracle...in less than two months, Roger was back 

to work! Today’s story will focus on Roger’s type of injury and how ORC as-
sists our clients like Roger. 

 Winona ORC works with a wide variety of people who have various 

forms of disabilities.  A person with a TBI related disability may experience 

difficulties with their speech, their mobility, thinking, mood, etc.  In Roger’s 
particular case, his mobility, balance, and the speed in which he is able to 

work were affected.  To this day, Roger also experiences feelings of useless-

ness, depression, and sadness because of his reduced speed.  Winona ORC 

has been working diligently with Roger—ensuring he continues working to-

wards his goals. 

 Winona ORC’s Employment Development Specialists and Job  

Coaches work directly with our clients to teach them valuable job-related 

skills and vocational training.  Our professionals are also diligent in working 

with our clients when they are having a bad day.  When our clients apply their 

skills and training at ORC, they increase their confidence, are given purpose, 

and a sense of belonging through meaningful work. Winona ORC is Roger’s 
family.  He loves the staff, his coworkers, and his job.  Roger is the epitome of 

why we do what we do! 

 As we enter the holiday season, we hope you will think of ORC and 

how our work continues to produce such positive impacts to our neighbors 

and friends with disabilities.  With your gracious support Winona ORC will 

continue to give people like Roger a purpose.   Please use the enclosed dona-

tion envelope, go online to winonaorc.org, or call us at 507-452-1855. 

 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your continued support! 



 

 

 

2 

ORC Board of 

Directors 

 

Executive 

Board: 

 

Jim Vrchota 

President 

Oakwood Bank 

 

Terry Klonecki 

Vice President 

Formgraphics 

 

John Milek 

Treasurer 

Fastenal 

 

Connie Tropple 

Secretary 

Ashley Furniture 

 
Voting  

Members: 

 

Marie Kovecsi 

County  

Commissioner 

Judy Herdina 

Retired 

Bob Peterson 

Retired 

Bill Reinarts 

Retired 

Ron Wenzel 

Retired 

Special Thanks 

2022 Events—Save The Date 

Annual Banquet 

Friday April 22nd, 2022 

 

Riverport Inn 

900 Bruski Drive, 

Winona, MN 55987 

Golf Tournament 

Thursday July 21st, 2022 

 

The Bridges Golf Course 

22852 Co Hwy 17, 

Winona MN 55987 

Starlight Stroll 

Friday Nov. 4th, 2022 

 

Lake Lodge @ East Lake 

Winona 

Thank you to Enlightened Equipment for donating some custom bags for 

our Shredding Department!  Winona ORC was using large plastic trash 

bags that got caught on sharp edges.  The new bags are very durable and 

do not get caught on the sharp edges.  This in kind donation makes it  

easier for us to move shredded paper from our smaller shredder into the 

bailing machine.  Thank you Tim, Chris, Jenny, and Emily! 

Thank you to David Brommerich for lending his 1929 Ford Model A 

Roadster to our Annual Banquet.  Many of our clients, their guests, and 

our staff took the opportunity to have their photo taken by it.  It made an 

enjoyable evening even better!  Thank you David! 



 

 

@winonaorc www.winonaorc.org 

Contributions 

Winona County DFL Michael Rompa Ron Wenzel 

Beth O’Dea Nancy Quinn Stanley Ferguson 

River Hills Dental Ellen Zempel Kendell Lumber 

Carl & Bonnie Troke Emily Loos-Spitzner Ruth Schaffner 

Rhea Iverson Edward Aldinger Ann & Thomas Nelson 

Carol Diekrager Robert & Marjorie Deter Gayle Goetzman-Stolpa 

Dr & Mrs. John Rowekamp Winona Area Chamber of 

Commerce 

Debra Norton 

Robert Kohner Jean Galewski Kelly Frauenkron 

Rosemary Broughton Margaret Carroll Mary Schneider 

Frank & Ruth Bures Ci Ci Thorn Network For Good 

The following individuals and organizations have made donations be-

tween the months of August through October. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Senior 

Management 

Staff: 

 

Heidi S. Smith, 

Executive  

Director 

 

Kristen Herrick, 

Director of  

Finance 

 

Whitney  

Williams, 

Director of  

Human  

Resources 

 

Anne Mueller, 

Director of  

Client Services 

 

Luke Coalwell, 

Director of Sales 

& Operations 

 

Ryan Buhler, 

Director of  

Safety &  

Compliance 

 

5 

@winonaorc 

What do you think of the new look? Let us know! 

We are hiring! 

 Job Coach, Part time & Full time positions available 

 Maintenance Technician, Full time (Now starting at $18/hour!) 

 Employment Development Specialist, Full time 

 SET (Skills, Education, Training) Coordinator, Full time 

 

Apply online at www.winonaorc.org or search for our openings on 

Facebook 



 

 

Winona ORC Industries, Inc. 

1053 E Mark Street 

Winona, MN 55987 

Phone: 507-452-1855 

Fax: 507-452-1870 

YOUR QUARTERLY ORC 

CONNECTION IS INSIDE! 

 “Miracles Happen” 

 2021 Annual Banquet 

 2022 event dates 

 Community awards 

 Sponsor recognition 

 Donor recognition 

 Our most important need 

 

Our Mission: 

Provide services for people with disabilities in our 

community including: vocational counseling, comprehensive 

job-related skill training and meaningful employment. 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

Our Most Important Need 

Our Vision: 

Every person with disabilities—physical, mental, or learning

– is living their full potential through meaningful work, 

community interactions, family and friendships. 

Non-Profit 

Presorted 

Standard 

US Postage 

PAID 

Winona, MN 

Permit No. 127 

Earlier this year we found that our aging roof and HVAC units were in 

need of replacement.  The replacement cost the organization an eye-

watering $200,000!! 

 

Winona ORC would appreciate your consideration in donating $50 or 

more to our roof replacement.  If everyone that receives this letter gave 

$50, it would help offset 25% of the cost of the replacement. 

 

Thank you for your consideration!  Also, thank you to those who have  

already donated to our roof replacement fund!   

Questions or Comments? dbittner@winonaorc.org |507.452.1855 


